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JacquelineJeanClaudeon the"~h)Opof her GreenwicHhome where she,lives with tWo foster children. Tliere Is a ~]ortage of foster families In
Greenwichleaving JeanClaudeas Me ot only two foster families In town. 'W '

FQst~rparents in town virtually non-existent
By Andrew Shaw or mediCitlcondidons. Bowles said she call't

StaffWriter re~allany"Greenwichfamilyvolunteeringto
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ne~vollsall at OIicelast October as in her program.
they tinished their state certitiqation "They prefer to give a donation," Bowles
to become foster parents. said of Greenwichresidents.

Carolyn and Geno, martied for 15 Years, Theslate'sFosterCareandAdoptiveServices
heard abo';!t. the dire. nee'd
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adopt. They completed a to-week course and how foster care works, as many people have
passed~ hom~ exariiination and interviews by, " " '",. .", , ',' "", false assumptions ~boljt it, 'Yest said, such ,as
the state to bec?me.certitied: " more foster fatlUlies!I1,(jreenwlCharl~~er~,~t ~eli~ving t~at.there, areen£ygh.{ost,er homes
. And then,theIro/lsh to be~omea foster fam- of the state, a~cording.to ~he state sFoster m the systetn already"or th~tthe c~llldwould
alycame qUicker",""a lot qUicker""--than they C~e and Adpptlve S~rvJ~es. have too many behavIOralor emotIOnalprob-
imagined:>, ,~*, '. ""'" "";' ,"" "', "" ',' e, hav~)\!1 e.'\Jr~me,{~,h9rt~g er letns.toh ", "", "",,,," """.

, "Weweren't eve/i"d~tii4~dtwohof!}san,~we '" ," s!ii~}l!l )ye~t!asocl~l "': "J Differ pf hite, ~t\dJlfinJcity $etw,eeh
gota call, 'Hey,doyou Wahta ki~?We'vegot s9~,; .th"F9sler,yftte,andAdoph Ices, potenh~l,, ' parehisand, foster chHdren
two kids ready,' "Geno ArclirjiAl, recalled." baseRI~,N!!.bY.@<'",,' ,."'" ~,."", ( QICalsp;a factor, but the Afcuris said they

At 6 P:'!~:.that even\i1~i.~,,?-,-y~ar"oldbqy i"The ~g;~ e~s tow9sffQfI1,9reenwlcp ar. ,.In.t1'llieir concernsaboqt Jbiswere quickly
arrived, at their d
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ehildreti is black,
hoy arrived.The Arcuris, whohave no children. ,.lie~t~ tlils" wever,.th~r~are about 200 ' ~d Carolyn Arcuri said she and her husband
of their own, wer~ unprepared for such a quick,cp.ildfen}lee." a h~me 111this ar~a;.no sPII,- were apprehensive about that at tirSt.
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supplies. . ,.' shortageof GreenwI.chfosterpatel)tSf9rces childthat"lO(Jk~dlik~them"shesaid.Butthe

"All they had were the lilQthes on their th.eagency tP~end chi1drenelsewhe~e,often to couple qUickly realiied that 'the cliildren didn't
backs," Geno Arcud said. ilie greater Bndgep'orlarea, West said" care abdtlt .race so the shouldn't either and

The Arcuris are a rarity, In Greenwich, there ",.~hella Bo\Vle~'<Urecto[,9fthe foster Care pro- iI t their "fu"ti ' " I I "" 'Istm" i . , th' I 'id
,is only one other foster fainily, not inCluding gram fOl:thenonprofit F~tnilyand Chl!dh:n's lai kt,g?~la ,n.ib.' hPa In e c 11 ren
informal foster care arrangements between Agency In Norwalk, specIalizes In helplr~the ovettoo t e concertIs ey II. anyway.
family relations. There's a desperate need fur state tind homes for children with behavlOral Turn'toFOSTERCARE,PageA4
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,,- C9n\ir'H~d from Pi!ge ,1\+

, :We~t l:yc~lttlY ,!1al~d tq,i
"filirfield 'County,' nts to
,,become foster parents in a letter:' to theeditorsorn~\y~paperSili
i the coup.ty' that detail~d aU of
i support &erVlcesavailable to

stef families.';, "
"Because they

~\' ","

parents) dop.'t
p,ect and l11i~ht
Ildn;1\ of theIr ,ho

',I,theyworry about II fl!ting

~ fos,~erchild .illt?, .\,\,qj?u~e-
hold, WeStsaId. ' ':,.it,~""

GreehWlch's'Jac"" "
Cla\lde, the Qthe~, ent in town, s

!,understandwh
i ;:of people wan
~~f9st~fparepts. ' , . i,

t !'Je;~ll qaude\ j)~, h~~loo~ecl 4I;c~risl r9~t\?f..chijdryn
I,,&!!8i't~o teyl1~g~rsfor ~ly , PIfferel\t ~ltuatlOnfrom
i&11' years, ~n(t ~h~,.§~Ig S laud~:s,in (hat they ar~ '

i 'W(J!lld!ak~\It.mp\'P'if ~!leh t,edt<1l'~tui~theirbiologi-
, el\~ughrQonnn h~r f!}J'e~-b, rents,'but on a timeline
,room llo~se. ."" "be itsltnpredictableas

The parentitl flg)1tS 9f t . alwas.' '";
girls. have beeri"terminate ys 'aft~r tile
meanmg they are ¥1e DOYsmTi'ved,
ly u1j91<rJe~ Cia ca them to be r
Tb~t'sfinewIth ~3J,1,,'~r;;ol, j'iglnal fanuly.
1~.'Oltyof t/Ie' \\yQt,e~~~{)Y~ th~'ArC\I~I~\Ve)'e
S~!!:J~he's glad t~' R~yefO~1\9 yhQJHe ;.
lopg-termljonle ~fU()'QQ\iP9iu ,eYe.rt,~o
!4'oun~ tQ sevehdi~e)'.~nt'fO~! .C<lfplYI\D,
homes before she imd"her hal III ROli Che
sister came to J~an Claudein YSlcally and mentally
December of 2001.' ,exhaustedfrom.'the "whirlwind

"It just makes me feel good week," Carolyn Arcuri said
that someonecaresfor me. This they,decided they weren't ready
is my horge," said Sandra,a bas- tp titke more childreh~ despite
Jl:etbaUplayer 3f!dh°l!°!' roll stue repeated calls from the 'state.
dent at GreenwIch High School After a few months of intro-

eptering her, s?phQm~re year:. ~R~.ctio?, Ihpqgli, they 9hanged
Samba sal~~h~ § lpojdng, thell'lllIhds, '

for)Y¥d. to attendmg, ~ollege, "We wanted to make sure
w,1)lchwill bl<njpstly tU1tlO!1~ffee we were doing this for selflesspecause of StatereI rsement.: " h ' .d' .. ' ast'three Colon, je~Sops. s, e Sdl .

iriH'awa ." d thep, a thr~e-y~at-pld
h~ i . l!Wed11).th~lr-~°l!l~

;~~~l~:~~\;~~s,u~~d~(J~?n{~~n
cost was covered by 0 seep at mght, 1ll1sstng
state grants. her birth mother.

"There are a lot of opportuni- "It's 'terrifyil!g to her. She
ties," Sandra said, adllmg that cried herself to sleep, and I cried
she dpu])ts allY'pf those 'oppor- nwself to sleep,"~she said. "
~unities would )1ave worked out. A month went by, and both
If she had stayed III New Haven sides became accusto\ned to.

the new living situation. While
staying in constant contact with
the 'girl's fanli1y, the Arcuris
have helped t)le girl get us~d to
going to restaurants, developing
a personal hygieny routine and
going to preschool, where she
has since thrived. '

"She's full of life, whereas
before, she wasn't," Carolyn
Arcuri said.

The tools she's develo~ed
",\II help her \\;'hen her buth
family is reag~ to car~ for her
agi;lin, Carolyn Arcuri said.

More mop.ths went by, and
tllen the two boys the Arcurjs
looked after in the fall came
bac.~, this time for a 10l\ger stay:
The Arcurishave tried to exppse
the boys to new experiences
too,' like going on vacatIon. '

A

The boys are ~xpected tt!
return to their birth family qgain
at the end of the summer, anp
that presents a new challenge
for the Arcuris.

Seeing the children leave will
be difficult, they said, because
they have become emotionally
~ttached to thein, but' they are
also proud of how the cI1ildren
have developed.

"Maybethi~ was our c~lling,"
Carolyn Arcuri said. "It was all
worth it."

Other Greenwich famili~s
shouli) experience the power of
making a difference ip a child's
life, she said.

"Irs a perfect opportunity for
people in Greenwich tt! ryalize
there's a need," she said. "Just
try it once."
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